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Socio-Cultural Approach in the Subtexts of Contemporary Algerian Novel

The novel ""The Heart of the Spanish™ by Jamila Talabawi as an example
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Abstract:

The cultural patterns, in both their apparent and underlying aspects, constitute a
concept central to cultural criticism. These concepts have introduced alternative
procedural mechanisms to the researcher, enabling them to analyse and deconstruct
textual structures. Consequently, they allow for the interrogation of various latent
patterns based on the present ones, giving rise to the dialectics of presence and
absence. This dialectic serves as a tool for generating meanings and multiplying
interpretations.
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On this basis, we have chosen the genre of the novel as one of the most fertile fields

encompassing various issues and cultural, social, historical, and political patterns that

are often overlooked or undisclosed. Our choice, therefore, falls on the novel "The Heart

of the Spaniard™ by the Algerian author Jamila Talabawi. This selection is based on its

connection to the human condition within Algerian society, with all its intellectual and
cultural values. These values constitute the essence and objective of this research paper.

Thus, this research paper has been constructed around a general problem: To what
extent does the socio-cultural dimension manifest itself in the novel "The Heart of the
Spaniard" by the author Jamila Talabawi?

Key words: Cultural Criticism, Patterns, Subtext, The Heart of the Spaniard.
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