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Abstract:

The present paper aims to highlight the transfer of the concept of social
capital, both bonding and bridging, from the real context to the virtual
community context. We also discuss how to interpret and apply these concepts in
the online environment, building upon the work of American researcher Robert
Putnam, who first introduced these concepts in his study on the decline of social
relations in American society.

This provides a valuable framework for understanding the relationship
between individuals and society and the role of each in shaping social capital.
Therefore, we shed light on the attempt to uncover how these concepts form in
the virtual community environment. The study concludes with several results
and recommendations, including the recognition that while there are similarities
in the formation of both types of social capital between the real and virtual
contexts, they differ in the nature and strength of the formed connections and the
structural composition of individuals' relationship networks. The study
recommends the need to develop measures that align with the rapid
advancements in communication technologies to gain a better understanding of
virtual social interactions.

Keywords: social capital,virtual social capital; bonding, bridging, virtual
community.
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