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Abstract:

The period of the Protohistory was known in Algeria, which is also
called the Metal ages, with its richness in the many and varied
funerary monuments that contain tools of metal, in addition to pottery,
jewelry, weapons and other tools that man used in his daily life.

It should be noted that these funerary monuments did not
receive much attention from researchers and archaeologists today, as
most of these researches date back to the end of the nineteenth century
and the beginning of the twentieth century.

Despite the efforts made by researchers to study this period,
albeit few, it remains a matter of ambiguity in Algeria, as researchers
were unable to accurately determine the beginning and end of the
Protohistory.

What distinguishes this period most, is the presence of various metal
tools such as jewelry, weapons and other tools formed from copper,
bronze and other materials that express the extent of human control
over the process of mining metals, how to return them in special
furnaces and methods of processing these minerals. In order to reach
these high skills in the completion and formation of this mineral in
various stages, man reached to extract the raw material from nature,
whether in the open air, as is the case with stones, or from the ground
(the mine).

The desired aim of this study is to define an important aspect that
witnessed a great development in this period, which is metal, and to
answer some of the problems raised about the period of the
Protohistory and to shed light on some ambiguous issues, which are
mainly related to the definition of this period and its most important
characteristics, while demonstrating the metal element, and the extent
of its mastery by the man of that period, the distribution of the most
important known mines in Algeria and the extent of their ancient
exploitation.

Keywords: protohistory, metals age, funerary monuments, copper
deposits, ornament, weapons.
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