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Abstract:

Commercial caravans have been used since ancient times as a
means of trade exchange between North and South Africa, and this
was evident in the region south of the Sahara, and at a time when this
trade was known for its great prosperity, European countries sought to
exploit it, especially France, which tried from the beginning of its
entry into Africa to draw up a strategy adopted for the development of
trade With the majority of countries in the middle and west of the
continent, and among this country is Algeria, which was considered
by the Europeans as a gateway to enter Central Africa, where the
Algerian desert was occupied beginning in 1844 AD, and its roads
were subjected to colonial interests, and Algeria was available on a
network of roads that linked it between most urban areas , as it
included the transportation of goods by caravans between its
neighboring regions, so France paid more attention to the desert than
to the north, to get acquainted with the desert paths and facilitate its
expansion to the south.

France has sought in various ways and means to control the
Saharan trade, so it resorted to a number of measures that paved the
way for it to achieve its goals in various aspects, whether political,
economic, social or even cultural. France was able to achieve its goal
of gaining access to the Saharan trade, which later became at its
disposal.

Keywords: colonization; North Africa; south desert; trade caravans;
Sudan.
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