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Abstract:

Contrary to the popular belief, Arabs did not start translating since
the 19th century but since the Pre-Islamic era. As a movement, it
emerged and blossomed during the Umayyad era and reached its peak
during the Abbasid one. Under the tyranny of colonialization ,
however, the glamour of this movement faded away in the Arab
World. It was not until the 19th century that translation begun to
recover its pivotal position when Europe started to go through a
radical change , after breaking away from the tight grip of a Church
and feudal system. Furthermore, Napoleon’s campaign in Egypt and
Muhammed Ali’s passion were elements that paved the way before
the emergence of eminent Arab translators contributed in reinforcing
the cultural interaction between Arab and Western World.
Nonetheless, considering the state of play in the Arab World,
translation is far from reflecting the achieved progress.

Key Words : Renaissance, translation, culture, Arab translators, Arab
world
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