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European Media and the Formation of Opinion trends on Asylum Issues:
The French Channel "'C News'" as a Case Study.
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Abstract:

This study addresses the problem of biased media coverage of issues related to asylum
and forced migration. It postulates that media coverage of these issues is guided by media
gatekeepers’ ideological and/or political frames rather than the professional norms and values
related to human rights and human dignity. Researchers relied on content analysis of a number
of video reports broadcast by the French channel “C News” as a sample to visualize its
coverage of the refugee crisis erupted on the Polish-Belarus border in August 2021.
Researchers used analysis categories as well as analysis topics that enabled them to extrapolate
the explicit and implicit significant trends in “C News” coverage. Researchers found a lot of
indicators that show a lack of commitment to objectivity and balance requirements in covering
refugee and forced migration issues. “C News” journalists have freed themselves from
professional norms and ethical standards, in particular by treating asylum seekers in an
antagonistic logic between “us” and “the others”, and thus, by constructing oriented media
narratives that contribute to the reinforcement of rejection and hatred of the other.
Keywords: Foreign Media, European Media, Public Opinion Formation, Clandestine
Immigration, Asylum Issues, Attitudes Shaping.
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