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Charles Deemer

Author's Picks

Here I list my personal favorites in my body of written work.

 Hyperdrama
1. Chekhov's The Seagull
2. Changing Key. a video project introducing hyperdrama
3. The Last Song of Violeta Parra

g
Plays
1. The Half-life Conspiracy
2. Famililly
3. Christmas at the Jumiper Tavern
Screenplays
1. The Brazen Wing
2. Sad Laughter
Fiction
1. Sodom. Gomeorrah & Jones
2. Baumbholder 1961
3. Kerouac's Scroll
Essays
1. Liquor & Lit
2. Burthing Little Richard
Poems
1. In My Old Age
2. Varmints, a libretto
Audio
1. Dark Mission, an opera by John Nugent, libretto by Charles Deemer. The MIDI files
2. Ramblin': the songs and stories of Woody Guthrie
3. Real Audio Screenwriting Tips
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ChekhovVv’

Sea

a hyperdrama version by Charles Deemer

[BEGIN] €4—
: ALIS Jouadll Al Lilias il dadall 6 Jaas i_\_)l Ao daall

»

Weleome to The Chekhov Hyperdrama. an original and expanded version of. and mterpretation of. Chekhov's classic play The Seagufl. The menu that follows will guide you to ntroductory matersal about
hyperdrama. 1f you want it. and to the options for begining the play wself

Introduction

The script pages that follow fall into two categories:

& my new translation from the Russian of Chekhov's play. and these sections begin with the notation [Chekbov]

o scenes written by myself, which comprise about hree-fourths of the total script. follow the action of the characters in other parts of the arger setting afer they leave. or before they enter. Chekhov's focus

and stage: these are noted by [Deemer]

T background notes (see mems lnk below) T explain why I tackled such a huge project as tuning The Seagd into hyperdrama. The project took almost ten years, and I feel both relief and satisfaction n its
completion. Hyperdrama is an extraordinary theatrical form, perhaps satisfying the very cry of Treplev in The Seagull for "new theater forms.” At the same time, thus far in theatrical history, hyperdrama has
been relegated to an odd form of entertainment at best but certanly not a theatrical form o be taken seriously as a challenge to traditional dramaturgy.
If the Chekhov Hyperdrama can upset, even in the smallest way. this ndiculous and easy notion, I'will be delighted.

GotoMeny ——

Charles Deemer
Tuly. 2002

LIS (5 3AT dadun ] o

Main Menu

What 1s hyperdrama?
Background of the Chekhov Hyperdrama

The Setting

Cast of Characters

Begin the Play ¢——
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THE NEW HYPERDRAMA

How hypertext scripts are changing the parameters of dramatic storytelling

by Charles Deemer

Also see my essay What Is Hypertext?

What do we do when we watch a stage play?

Tradittonally, we enter a building called a theater and take a seat that faces a stage. The house lights come down. which 15 a signal that the play 1s about to begin. and when the stage lights come on. actors on
stage begm talking and moving. and in this way present the actton of a story. We sit 1 the dark in our seat and watch.

We soon begin o understand what the play the story. 1s about and to distingussh between major characters, who cary the story. and munor characters, who at best casry the action of a secondary, less important
story called a subplot. There may be one or several uttlity "walk on” roles. characters mserted for practical reasons who have few or no lines.

By the end of the play. we should be able to 1dentify a central story and one or two subplots, which n a traditionally well-crafted play have a relattonship to the mam story; we also should be able to identifyy
on2 o two major characters.

sl A ¥ dayl 1l Ygung dagan &b y=a ] Séliall 330 of daaly ¥ (a9
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Begin the Play
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Where do you want to begin?

Act III

With Chekhov's scene. Trigorin and Masha in the dining room
With Deemer's scene. Dom and Polina at the boat house 4—”"

With Deemer's scene. Treplev and Nina in the kitchen

With Deemer's scene. Irina and Sorin in the living room

With Deemer's scene. Medvedenko and Ilya in the garden
5 yal 2a “,_0' @i L“’_II_I_” Hlauadl LisLials Migd dagaa cal jLidl Liniga Lisvg

;gjmsépim 1. 4glais Loy ylgng ailuadll ze dalila
ACT THREE

a [BIIL1]

[Deemer]

(Polina and Do have just finished rowing on the lake. They stand by the boathouse and kiss. Dorn breaks their embrace.)
POLINA: Let's not go back yet.

DORN: What do you want to do?

POLINA: I don't care. I'm just not ready to go back.

DORN: Kostya amuses huimself here by shooting at the seagulls.

POLINA: He's not well.

DORN: He's mflicted with a very common disease. Sentimentalism.
Slaa¥l g 6 dlisl Sag slgall dlolall slasiall oda 8 dasdli LaS
b gl JIBLNI Lo 8081l Salioll aiod dslals duneisi dailg,y Lo Lgilgial
oliall ia 0 dalelaill yglaiLiag 3 ydin JSdu lgiziling tlnadill gaa)
LS dadiall oaa 4 ia SlHLIAY oia sglaig @il L4 LEAY &5

DORN: Good idea.

POLINA:- Aren't you coming?’

DORN: Part of the way. We don't want to push our luck.
POLINA:- Sometimes I think that deep dowmn yvyou are a coward.
DORN: Do I deny it?

(They leave for the house. but will separate along the wayv.)

[follow Polinal] «—

[follow Dorn]
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a [G-III-4]

[Deemer]
(Polina euters.)

ILYA - I've been looking for srou.

POLINA:- I've been picking up trash along the shore.
ILYA - Have vou now?

POLINA- Someone has to. Are they ready to leave wet?
IL YA - And what kind of trash did sou find?

POLINA . Why are vou suddenly so interested?

ILYA- If's my job. in case vou've forgotten.

POLINA- If it's vour job. why don't you do ie?

ILYA- I do plents enough arcund here.

POLINAG: And I help you.
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This site is fiction and all the characters are fictional. Any similarities to real people are purely unintentional. If you
have any real mental health concems, be sure to seek the advice of a medical professional.
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B Frologue DIT Videos Analysis Works Cited | Contact

Conceived as 'live' performances, DIT productions
interrogate the complex relationship between humans and

hnology in our world today by foregrounding the

and the audience. Atthe

same time, these pe ance: ve as experimental
theatrical seminars that formulate arguments - albeit within
the context of an imaginative space - about the impact of
digital technology on the quality of human existence in
contemporary society. Such arguments are usually
advanced by combining the performance of 'live acmm with
the use of digital and new media technologies such as
Augmented Reality (AR) and Skype.

Furthermore, DIT proje re inclined to challenge the
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