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The guiding strategy in the prophet’s speech — A pragmatic
approach in the Qur’anic verses beginning with the word: “Say”.
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Abstract :

This article reveals the Prophet’s (Peace be upon Him) guiding strategy in
his address to the People of the Book, that’s the believers and the disbelievers
of Quraish tribesmen. Throughout the Quranic verses which begin with the
word "Say". The deliberative approach is used as a linguistic method to analyse
the forces of the speech acts, their direct power, and their indirect power of
achievement.
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The guiding strategy is the sum of the plans or methods followed by the speaker
in order to communicate with his addressees, without taking account of the
communication relations.

This article deals with the various means, which the noble prophet
Peace be upon him has used to guide both the disbelievers of Quraysh, the
people of the book and the believers in the Qur’anic Suras and verses that begin
with the word “Say”.

At the beginning, | tempted a definition of the guiding strategy and the
reasons behind its use, as well as the preoccupation and interest of ancient
Arabs in the grammatical, rhetorical and jurisprudential studies. This topic, in
contemporary western studies, is rather confined to discipline and
pronunciation. Later on, | tried to show the most important linguistic means in
the guiding strategy, namely: command, prohibition, questioning and warning.

In the body of the study, | showed how the guiding strategy is
manifested in the Prophet’s speech to the people of the book and Quraysh
tribesmen, through the theory of speech acts, where questioning was a basic
pillar to accomplish denial, rebuke and exclamation. While command and
prohibition were the bases of his speech to male and female believers in order
to attain incitement and advice. And accordingly, the conditions of
appropriateness were attained in the prophet’s address to male and female
believers; yet they were not realized in his speech to Quraysh disbelievers.

This article concludes with prominent findings. The most important of
them is perhaps the strategy of speech, which varied according to the nature of
the people, it is addressed to.

Finally, here’s the list of the most important results that were monitored
at the end of this research:

v The means of the guiding strategy in the speech of the Prophet Peace be upon
him \were not the same with all the interlocutors; questioning was the main
pillar in guiding the people of the book, and the disbelievers of Quraysh,
where the powers of achievement varied from denial and report to rebuke
and exclamation and even sometimes to ridicule.

v" While the discourse addressed to the male and female believers was
mainly based on command and prohibition, for the purpose of advice and
guidance, as well as the teaching of Laws of Sharia.

v Accordingly, the conditions of appropriateness in the speech acts
directed at the male and female believers were attained, while those very
conditions were not fulfilled in his speech addressed to Quraysh
disbelievers.

v" In conclusion, the Prophet’s guiding strategy has achieved its purposes
and goals, because the Prophet Peace be upon him was able to change
the individuals’ behaviour to change the reality of nations.
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