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The Amazigh celebration “January” between ritual performance and social
tunction

-An approach to the mythology of the Amazigh folk celebration-
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Summary:

This study sheds light on the Amazigh community and the
waysitcelebrates the Amazigh New Year ' Yanayer'. It means the first day
in the Amazigh agricultural calendar, corresponding to January 12th, in
the Gregoriancalendar. This celebrationis of great importance in
Amazigh popular culture becauseitis a means of establishing cultural
identity.This tradition isrooted in Amazigh tales and legends, itis a
revival of the strongconnectionbetween the Amazigh individual and his
land. Therefore, ' Yanyer' isconsidered a celebration of nature and
agricultural life, and reminds of living in harmonywith nature. This
renewedannualcelebrationisaccompanied by various customs and
traditions stemmingfromreligious and social beliefsdeeplyrooted in the
souls, and the Amazigh memorywhichsuggests to
itsrecipientitsmythological ~ dimensions  that are evident in
itsritualcharacter of purification and renewal, and the images of
itskinetics formation, both in performance and practice according to the
requirements of the festive occasion and what the Amazigh folk
storyteller’s imagination draws about the arrangements for the
celebration of “Yanayer” ; in addition to the social
preparationssurroundingit in anticipation and expectation of a good
beginning of the new agricultural year in order to avoidits obstacles, and
for fear and caution frombadluck.

Keywords: Amazigh ceremonial / rituals / purification and renewal.
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Rite : ensemble des cérémonies en usage dune religion;
ensemble des régles qui régissent la pratique d’un culte
particulier rituel ; habituel #
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