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The role of Zakat in the fight against poverty and development
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Abstract:

This research paper sheds light on the phenomenon of poverty and ways to fight it using
the Zakat Fund. Zakat has been -and still is- one of the important pillars and alternatives in
cutting and eradicating poverty within an integrated system that begins with work and
renouncing dependence and laziness and ends with the aid of the debtor. The use of Zakat as
an essential tool to combat poverty is a part of a wider economic policy to redistribute income
in Islamic societies that pay Zakat. The size, complexity, multiple causes and subjective
nature of poverty requires an organized policy based on quantitative data, precise and concise
figures, and clear indicators of the phenomenon not only from the viewpoint of distribution,
but also from every aspect of economic activity. Zakat can play more than one role in fighting
poverty and achieving growth and development. It affects the redistribution of income, the
production, and even the consumption. Because of that, the Zakat Fund, as an official
authority, takes control of the process of collecting Zakat and distributing it to those who are
qualified for it, and that is an imperative necessity to guarantee its disbursement.
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