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Reality and fiction in the novels of Asia Jabbar
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Abstract: The Algerian novelist Assia Djebar is one of the most brilliant
authors who enriched Algerian and Arabic literature with serious and precious
writings in terms of both form and content. She left a considerable literary heritage
handling various themes; a number of these themes are inspired from Algerian and
Arabic reality, other ones from the popular Arabic patrimony, while another part tends
towards imagination in order to construct the literary text. Hence, Assia Djebar raises
the crucial questions related to Arabic societies, in general, and the Algerian society, in

particular.

In this perspective, the present paper tackles the reality-imagination dichotomy in
Assia Djebar’s novels, aiming at exploring the particularities of novel construction that
she opted for in her works. Besides, we wanted to study this literary experience that
adopted French as a means of communication with the reader, as well as to know the

limits of reality and imagination in these novels.

Thus, our aim is to openly explore the creative experience of Assia Djebar through a
critical examination of her literary texts which are regarded as narrative texts handling

diverse themes closely related to Algerian and Arabic readers.
key words: literature, reality, imagination, writing, woman, history, themes.
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