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Surplus theory : an initial reading for professor Al-Awdi's
contribution in formulating a new theory in sociology
(Acritical sociological view)

Abstract

Mr. Al-Awdi, a Professor of Sociology in Sana'a University, has been mainly
concerned for about thirty years in formulating a new sociological theory. The
main objective of this theory is interpreting the human societies movement and
their developmental dialectic. He calls his theory "The Surplus Theory in the
Dialectic of Social Development from the Premitive Communal System to the
Internationalism™ Professor Al Awdi started working on thisproject in 1985 and
he thinks that it still needs further improvements through addition and omission.
| happened lately to have a final copy of professor Al-Awdis project. This paper
represents a carefully attempt to identify the theoretical graundings of such a
project , its scientifical realization and its potentially for introducing it to people.

AlAwdi believes that human society crossed in its development a number of
stages that are a kind of interrelated formations; socially, economically and
culturally. But, nevertheless, each stage is distinct from its previous stage as well
as from its following one, and it maintains some patterns and traits of both the
previous and the following stages. To him, those basic stages are: the formation of
natural surplus and it represents the first premitive stage. The next one is the
formation of people's livelihood and revenue surplus that represents the middle
stage. As for the third formation, it is the wage and profit surplus which represents
the modern contemporary stage. The last formation, he defines it as the future
need surplus and it represents the present stage and future expectations.
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