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The theory of social change of Malek Bennabi : Through the
concepts of the Cycle of Civilization and Susceptibility to Colonize

Abstract:

Malik Bin Nabi created the concept of susceptibility to colonize in the course of
his analysis of the retardation of the Muslim societies, missing their mission liable
to elevate them to the level of civilization thus engaging in the process of
becoming cosmic and global. Hence, Muslims stopped their mission (their
attachment to the spirit of change that became part of the Arab psychology after
the revelation which turned the prophetic message into a social effectiveness that
empowered the Islamic society to control their own historic destiny through their
mission), the Post-monotheists period made way to the Western civilization
towards historic leadership and the ownership of the historic deed; accordingly
Muslims location is outside history (the cycle of civilization). Thus, Bin Nabi
believes that understanding the internal and external reasons for the susceptibility
of the Islamic civilization to colonialism, the way to identify the terms/conditions
for historic change of Muslim communities towards re-connecting with the main
principles underlying its historical process and restoring its civilizational
effectiveness, not through cloning oneself and the other but rather through the
ideas created to regain the initiative leading to social mobility and change.

We have adopted the approach of thought or the theory of Bin Nabi, as for the
historic social change of Muslim communities through two central concepts: the
cycle of civilization and the susceptibility to colonize clearly stated by Bin Nabi
patterns of the Western sociological theory ie subject them to experience a
special historical context of the communities under study to get rid of the
dominance of theory over experiment and rumination instead of producing in the
Arab sociology if that being so.

Keywords: social change, cycle of civilization, susceptibility to colonize,
historical effectiveness
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