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Abstract :

This article examines the impact of the new National Service Law in the United Arab
Emirates (UAE) which has made military service obligatory for all Emiratis aged between
18 and 30, and attempts to explore the social and cultural impacts expected as result of this
legislation. In general, the paper sees the Law as an important new variant to national socio-
ecological and cultural system. As such, it envisages the need to tackle this national
initiative in a methodological and strategically planned approach to ensure successful
execution and attainment of the law objectives in an efficient and effective manner. The
article also presents a number of recommendations that are expected to support and
contribute towards the enactment of the new legislation and in the design of the overall
implementation framework.

Keywords: national service, army recruitment, development, security, integrated
government planning, strategic planning, risk management, societal influences, cultural

influences, social ecological system, system thinking.
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