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Religion and the State between Baruch Spinoza and Malik Bin Nabi - A
— Comparative Study
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i Abstract: This study tends to present an epistemological approach on the relationship between religion and :
i the state between two legends of Western and Arab human thought, starting with the Dutch philosopher :
i Baruch Spinoza, and finally with the Algerian thinker Malek Bennabi. Where this study assumes that :
¢ religion as a divine authority is the basis for the success of the state as a social authority, and this His i
i example is in the first Hebrew state and the Islamic state at the time of prophecy and the rightly guided :
i caliphate. The study also considers that Spinoza and Malik bin Nabi concluded that the decline and :
i impotence of states is due to the deviation of religious practices in state policy. Therefore, our study i
i concludes with two solutions to the problem of the relationship between the religious and the political :
i according to Each of the philosophers, the Spinozian solution sees secularism as the way to limit political :
¢ rule in the name of religion, and this is due to the nature of the Western environment and the Jewish religion :
i that is subject to distortion, while Malik bin Nabi focuses on the role of religious reference as moral values
i and a source of political spirit, and this is due to the nature of the Arab and Islamic environment. :
i Keywords: Religion; state; politics; Spinoza; Malik Bennabi.
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