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The role of the prosopography perspective in the study of Civil-Military relations:
An attempt to establish a new theoretical approach in the Arab Academia
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Abstract:

The popular movement (HARAK) that has taken place in the Arab region since
2011 (Tunisia, Egypt and Algeria) has led to a re-examination the issue of civil-
military relations, on two levels, where the first level relates to the continuation of
Security dilemma and the emergence of the need to reform the security and defense
sector in return for the low indicators of civilian control over the armed forces. The
second level relates mainly to reopening the academic debate on the appropriateness
of the theory of civil-military relations in explaining the Arab reality. Currently, most
researchers in this context rely on the theories that came from the Western cognitive
model; Based on these data, this paper aims to try to establish the prosopography
perspective as a new theoretical approach to understand and interpret civil-military
relations in the current Arab context.

Keywords: Prosopography, Military elites, The theory of civil-military relations.
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