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Abstract:

The international security environment in the post-Cold War period has generated a set of
new security threats, such as organized crime, environmental threats, and transnational terrorist
threats, These threats have impacted many regional systems, with the coastal regional system being
the most affected due to the fragility of the national states within this system and their economic
and military weaknesses. This has made it a region of activity for numerous terrorist groups in the
African Sahel and its neighboring geographic areas. In response to this situation; coastal decision-
makers have had to adopt common and individual mechanisms to counter the escalating attacks by
terrorist groups on both civilian and military targets.

Based on the foregoing, this study will shed light on the topic of "Terrorist groups deployed
in the African Sahel region and mechanisms to contain them" by addressing the most active
terrorist groups in the coastal territories; such as Boko Haram and the Group for Support of Islam
and Muslims, and their impact on the region. It will also discuss the mechanisms adopted by
decision-makers in the countries of the region to fight this phenomenon and reduce its spread.

Keywords: New Security Threats. Terrorist Groups. African Sahel. Legal Mechanisms. Security

Mechanisms.
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AREA OF OPERATIONS (AO)
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Source: «Terrorism in the Sahel: facts and figures», NATO Strategic Direction-South
HUB &the African Centre for the Study and Research on Terrorism (ACSRT),
September 2020, p 5.
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