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Abstract:

Following the spread of the phenomenon of drugs and psychotropic substances and
their trade in our country, and after that Algeria was a transit zone, it became a consumer
country by excellence; that’s led to mobilize all available abilities to face up with it. As a
result, the legislator amended Law 04-18 related to the prevention of drugs and psychotropic
substances and the oppression of their use and illicit trade in 2023 according to law n°23-05.

Accordingly, this study aims to examine the various amendments and developments
included in this law to determine the orientation of the current penal policy in order to
combat drugs, especially since the existing numbers and data prove the failure of law n°04-
18 in its previous form to confront it, and it has been concluded that the legislator has
strived to enhance the role of preventive and remedial measures in combating it, and thus

devoting a policy based primarily on prevention and treatment before repression.
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