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Abstract:

This article aims to study the effectiveness of criminal protection of
children at the level of international law, by focusing on the most
serious threats to children that have been confirmed by the reports of
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organizations working in this area, which was credited with the
intervention of international law to criminalize them and to establish
mechanisms to deal with them. It turns out the growing international
interest in the rights of children and the texts of conventions and
mechanisms have succeeded in reducing or minimizing such threats
and violations, especially those related to child labor. However, there

are still risks and crimes that threaten children, such as child
recruitment into the armed forces, war crimes and crimes against
humanity, especially child pornography, which requires the need to
review some provisions on child protection to raise the contradiction
between them, with more activation and more accurate coordination
between some mechanisms.
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Résumé:

Cet article vise a étudier l'efficacité de la protection pénale des enfants
au niveau du droit international. En se concentrant sur les menaces les
plus graves auxquelles sont exposés les enfants, sur la seule base des
rapports et statistiques fournis par des organisations travaillant dans ce
domaine, & qui est attribuée l'intervention du droit international pour
les criminaliser et pour mettre en place des mécanismes pour les
combattre. Il s'avere que l'intérét international croissant pour les droits
des enfants et les textes des conventions et mécanismes ont permis de
réduire ou de minimiser ces menaces et violations, en particulier celles
lices au travail des enfants. Cependant, il existe toujours des risques et
des crimes qui menacent les enfants, tels que le recrutement d'enfants
dans les forces armées, les crimes de guerre et les crimes contre
I'humanité, en particulier la pornographie. ce qui nécessite de revoir

certaines dispositions relatives a la protection de l'enfance afin de
lever la contradiction qui existe entre elles, avec plus d'activation et
une coordination plus précise entre certains mécanismes.

Mots clés: Efficacité - Protection - Droits des enfants - Mécanismes
internationaux.

Abrid summery

Like domestic criminal codes, international criminal law has provided
for the necessary protection of children at the international level. This
protection did not crystallize and was determined at once, but evolved
according to the development of violations and threats to children at
the global level.
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There are some studies and articles that dealt with some aspects of the
subject but from different angles. Unlike those studies and articles,
from which this article focuses on the link between the risks to
children, and not all of the risks, but the most dangerous ones,
according to reports of organizations working in the field and
competent in this area in light of which international criminal law
enters into the criminalization of such threats, with not addressed to
various international mechanisms, but the most important ones, which
directly contributes to the activation of the protection of children,
whether by preventing or minimizing such risks and threats or through
treatment and deterrence as a means of monitoring violations and
prosecuting criminals.

The problem addressed in this article focuses on the
effectiveness of criminal protection of children at the level of
international law. In other words, what is the scope of violations and
risks to children and what mechanisms have been established by
international criminal law to prevent, monitor, investigate and punish
perpetrators of such violations?

The analytical approach was followed by analysis of the
reports submitted by specialized organizations working in the field of
protecting the rights of children, with a focus on the risks identified by
these organizations and not all potential risks, against which the
effectiveness of mechanisms to protect the rights of children can be
measured against those threats.

To answer these and other questions, the topic was divided into
the following sections:

First: The importance of protecting the international criminal
law for children

Second: Criminalization of violations of children in
international law

Third: Child protection mechanisms in international criminal
law.

Some of the results can be summarized as follows:

1 - Increasing international attention to the rights of children
and this is reflected by the many international conventions governing
their rights and the multiplicity of mechanisms in charge of child
protection and safety risks and to monitor violations of the incident on
them in order to reduce their impact on future generations.
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2. The international community has responded to the reports of
organizations working in children and intervened by criminalizing the
most serious violations and threats to children and urged all States to
adapt their laws in conformity with relevant international conventions.

3. These conventions and mechanisms have succeeded in
reducing such threats and violations, especially those related to child
labor. The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) has shown that
child mortality rates have halved from 1990 to 2012 as a result of
vaccination, medicine and nutrition, and child labor rates have
declined.

4 - There are still risks and crimes that threaten children
despite the development of conventions and mechanisms, including
crimes of recruitment, war crimes and crimes against humanity, which
monitoring mechanisms such as the International Committee of the
Red Cross and UNICEF have increased and exacerbated in some
regions of the world.

5. Despite the drafting of provisions criminalizing sexual
exploitation and the development of monitoring and combating
mechanisms, the child pornography crimes are on the rise, as
confirmed by the monitoring mechanisms, especially with the
tremendous development of the means of communication and the
Internet and the child pornography that generates great profits for
companies and individuals.

6. The need to review some of the provisions relating to the
protection of the child to raise the contradiction between them,
especially between the Rome Statute of the Criminal Court, which
considers the recruitment of children under the age of 15 as a crime,
while it is not considered to be above that age and under 18 years of
age. In addition, the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the
Rights of the Child authorizes some States to recruit on conditions
under 18 years of age.

7. Despite the development of child protection mechanisms
and their concrete contribution to the protection of the rights of the
child, such as the Committee on the Rights of the Child, UNICEF and
the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), they need to be
more fully operationalized and coordinated. While the mechanism of
deterrence and treatment requires the International Criminal Court to
exert considerable efforts to activate them and enable the referral of
crimes against them, which fall within its jurisdiction at least, in view
of the few cases considered by the Court concerning children.
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