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Abstract:

This article probes the origin and
development of language, and its branching
into dialects and accents using applications
from two languages namely Arabic and
English. Besides, it investigates the
relationship between language and culture,
and their connection with awareness and
cognition. In its narrowest sense, language is
the primary means of human communication.
Ibn Jinni (932-1002 AD), in his book Al-
KhaSaa'is, defines it as a set of sounds that
members of a community use to communicate
their needs and wants. In broad brush,
language is every means of communication
amongst humans be it — verbal or non-
verbal. Culture is the container in which
language grows then carries culture and
expresses it. However, awareness or
cognition mediates between language and
culture and between the text and the world.
Keywords. language — culture — cognition
— writing — translation.
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Where grows?—

where grows it not?

If vain our toil,

We ought to blame the culture,

not the soil.

(Alexander Pope: An Essay on Man,
Epistle 1V)
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speaking the truth. That is not our
fault, because we are made so. And
look now what you do? You come and
judge us by your own standards of
morality. You are, of course, too hard
on us. And again | tell you you are
great fools in this matter. Who are we
to have your morals, or you to have
ours? (Rudyard Kipling, East and
West, in Schmidt, 2007, p. 18)
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I ask you, what you would do
if you had two tongues
in your mouth,
and lost the first one -
the mother tongue -
and could not really know the other -

the foreign tongue.

You could not use them both together
even if you thought that way.
And if you lived in a place you had to
speak a foreign tongue,
your mother tongue would rot,
rot and die in your mouth

until you had to spit it out.

I thought I spitit out
but overnight while | dream,
it grows back,

a stump of a shoot
grows longer, grows moist,
grows strong veins,
it ties the other tongue in knots,
the bud opens,
the bud opens in my mouth,

it pushes the other tongue aside.

Every time | think I've forgotten,
I think I've lost the mother tongue,

it blossoms out of my mouth.
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Search for My Tongue

Sujata Bhatt

You ask me what | mean

by saying | have lost my tongue.
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