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Abstract:

It seems that there is a significant bias
towards the influence of Arabian Nights in
18th-century European fiction. This book
liberated the imagination, encouraged a break
from classical constraints, and served as a
precursor to the erotic tendencies in later
novels, inspiring numerous moral and
educational tales, with its plot often
borrowed willingly. It sparked a quasi-
Eastern narrative wave in the works of John
Hawkesworth, Clara Reeve, James Ridley,
and others, who frequently referred to
Arabian Nights in an allusive manner.
However, Martha Pike argued in her essay
"Eastern  Storytelling in  18th-Century
England” for a contrasting perspective. In her
view, the Eastern tale was often seen as
something exotic, and its intricacies,
atmospheres, and nuances, understood and
appreciated by the East, appeared excessive
in the Gothic context. This debate is not
without authenticity, as the esteemed critic
Peter Katscholou emphasized in an important
essay to what extent the clever novel "Tom
Jones" owes a debt to the Arabian Nights.

Keywords: Arabian Nights; Western Novel;
imagination; influence.
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