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Attire of Literary Luminaries: Metaphoric Vestments and the Masks of Self-
Admiration
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Abstracts

In modern thought, comparisons are made
between the visible and the hidden, the
internal and the external, or between the
clothing that covers the body and the figure
that disappears beneath it. Some clothing
may serve as a means to traverse between
worlds or as a tool for differentiation among
them. In all cases, metaphorical attire
conceals an excess of meaning beyond the
explicit meaning. In fact, metaphorical attire
always involves a certain duality, evading it,
and not explicitly declaring it. It can be used
to gauge the body against clothing, clothing
against the body, or to reverse the roles
between wearing the garment and removing
it, donning the cloak of arrogance, or
lowering the wing of humility. In
metaphorical attire, there is always a missing
facet because it always states something
while covertly concealing something else,
perhaps to deceive.

Keywords: metaphor ; mask ;
metaphorical attire; visible; hidden.
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