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Abstract:

This article is an applied study in the field of
popular literature, which is concerned with
monitoring the current transformations that occur
in all popular forms of expression during their
transition from oral to writing, or during their
return to the circle of orality through other media.
Yet, we presented two models: the first from the
Algerian local heritage, which is the story of
‘Lounja, the daughter of the Ogre’, and the
second from the international folklore, which is
the Red Hat. In monitoring the transformations,
we relied on a comparison between the original
written texts, and the oral narration that we
listened to from two narrators from the district of
Bejaia. The process of comparing the written and
the oral has allowed us to understand the
mechanisms of thinking and its starting points
that controlled the reformulation of what is
written orally. These mechanisms are accurate
and very influential in the texture of the original
story, namely: humanisation, rationalisation,
adoption, and refinement. These mechanisms
stripped the wondrous tale of its magic and
wonders, and made it mere tales of an
educational nature, responding to the logic of the
times and the requirements of contemporary
public taste.

Keywords. Tale, oral, thinking mechanisms,
function, humanisation, rationalisation,
refinement, transformations
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Grimm(Les freres), 1997, Le Petit chaperon rouge, Nathan Jeunesse (collection Les petits
cailloux. — illustration de Frangois Martin, Paris.
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