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Looking Back, Moving Forward: Notes on Vernacular Cosmopolitanism
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Abstract:

There is a kind of global cosmopolitanism,
widely influential now, that configures the
planet as a concentric world of national
societies extending to global villages. It is a
cosmopolitanism of relative prosperity and
privilege founded on ideas of progress that
are complicit with neo-liberal forms of
governance, and free-market forces of
competition... There is, however, another
cosmopolitanism... that emerges from the
world of migrant boarding-houses and the
habitations of national and diasporic
minorities. Julia Kristeva, in a different
context, calls it a wounded cosmopolitanism.
In my view, it is better described as a
vernacular cosmopolitanism which measures
global progress from the minoritarian
perspective. Its claims to freedom and
equality are marked by a “right to difference
in equality”.

Keywords: center; Authority; Vernacular;
minorities; cosmopolitanism.
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