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Determining Time of Death and its Effect on Rights in Light of Medical
Developments
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Abstract:

Determining the time of death in the past did not present any medical,
religious or even legal problems. but, the development of modern medicine
has imposed a new concept of death, by the declaration of death based of the
brain stem death without waiting for the cessation of breathing and blood
circulation, and This concept is supported by a wide range of physicians .they
consider that the brain dead is the first source of removing organs or tissues
for transplantation to save the life of another patient in need of those organs.
Controversy in declaring brain death as legal death has led to a difference in
the legal implications of death. those who said that brain death is legal death
they arranged for the death of the brain the legal effects of legal death, like
dissolution of marriage and distribution of inheritance to his heirs as soon as
his brain died without the need to wait for a cessation respiration and its
blood circulation and those who said that brain death is not considered legal
death, they do not arrange for brain death any legal effects of legal death,
they said brain death does not result in any legal effects except the legal
provisions related to person with lack of legal capacity or person with death
illness

Keywords: Determination of Time of Death, Medical Certification of Death,
Brain Death, Dissolution of Marriage, Transfer of Inheritance.
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