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Abstract :

This study aims to delineate the role played by scholars and intellectuals to
preserve the Arab-Islamic identity in Baghdad after its fall at the hands of the Mongols
in 656 AH / 1258 CE. The study was conducted based on researching into the
biographies of scholars and intellectuals whom Ibn Al-Fouti translated into his two
books: Al-Hawadeth Al-Jammiah, and Talkees Mujamma’ Al-Adaab.

The study included a set of topics, the most important of which are: first,
introducing the historian 1bn Al-Fouti and his two books: Talkees Mujamma’ Al-Adaab
and Al-Hawadeth Al-Jammiah. Second, shedding historical lights on the barbarian
invasion of the Mongols to Baghdad and their overthrow of the Abbasid caliphate.
Third, highlighting the role of scholars and intellectuals in preserving the Arab cultural
identity; through researching and choosing their leadership of diplomatic missions and
the jihadist movements against the Mongols. Finally, the study reflected on the
educational achievements of the scholars and intellectuals through which they were
able to restore the active educational role of the schools of Baghdad, and the role of
those achievements in consolidating the components of our Arab culture.
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The study concluded by confirming that the scholars and intellectuals of Baghdad
were able to maintain teaching the Islamic and historical sciences, and the adoption of
the Arabic language in administration and governance throughout the time of the
Mongol occupation of Iraq. Thus, protecting the identity of our Arab nation, and its

religion, language and history at a time during which it was subject to foreign and
pagan rule.

Keywords : Baghdad; the Mongols; the Arab cultural identity; the seventh
century AH.
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