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The dangers of non-standard and chaotic
speed bumps and humps on the roads
and ways to prevent them
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Abstract:

The use of Speed bumps and humps as means of calming
existing traffic within cities and residential neighbourhoods aims
usually to reduce the driver's speed to 16-24 km/h on humps and
bumps and 40-48 km/h between series of humps or bumps. Provided
that it is in line with the required engineering standards. Several
studies, as is the case in the US state of Iowa have shown a 40%
reduction in speed for most vehicles, and excessive speed is also
reduced, which results in fewer accidents, as children become less
likely to have car accidents on the roads in which the correct speed
bumps and humps are set.

However, although the use of speed bumps and humps were
initially made as a basis for protecting road, their chaotic and random
implementation and lack of respect for standards and characteristics
that set them across many roads in Algeria may make them dangerous
in turn. They appear in a variety of materials, shapes, and sizes to a
very exaggerated degree. In addition, it is not often reinforced with
signs alerting drivers to its whereabouts. This is despite the fact that
the municipality and the state have the responsibility to protect and
preserve the road as authorized by law, and despite the fact that the
Minister of Transport has issued an order for the immediate
implementation of Joint Ministerial Circular No. 20 of February 27,
2016, obligating local authorities to take the necessary measures to
remove random delays or reconsider those that are not subject to
regulatory standards, starting from January 2017.

Moreover, The Minister of Public Works and Transport, in
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response to the concern of a member of Parliament on April 22, 2021,
confirmed that the number of humps or bumps on our roads is
estimated at: 50,000 at the national level, of which approximately
38,000 do not meet technical standards and legal requirements. He
added that most of them do not comply with the conditions at the level
of state, municipal and urban roads, adding that so far more than
14,000 humps or bumps have been treated and nearly 1,000 have
been rehabilitated according to the required standards (Al-Akhbar Al-
Jazaery News Agency, April 22, 2021).

Perhaps this is due to the lack of awareness of the executers of
these bumps, whether in a systematic or random manner, of the
standards for their implementation and the rules governing them, and
their failure to realize the danger of not complying with them despite
their importance in reducing speed in particular and as one of the ways
to prevent traffic accidents in general. Therefore, this article came to
raise awareness and sensitize the implementers of these humps or
bumps, whether the design standards that govern them or the
preventive principles that are supposed to be observed in order to
achieve the safety goals for which they were set and to emphasize
their importance and role in protecting road users. This is on the one
hand, and on the other hand, a warning to its shortcomings, and even
its danger to road users, especially in the event of not respecting its
design standards and places of placement. In addition to traffic signs
and rules that control their correct use and aimed at better traffic
safety away from achieving endeavours and advantages that have
nothing to do with the process of real traffic calming for the safety of
its users. In addition, to presenting suggestions and recommendations
that can contribute to finding additional and alternative solutions that
would eliminate this growing social phenomenon.

Keywords: Speed bumps and humps, chaos, safety, accidents, traffic.
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