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Abstract: Ships carry water ballasts for stability purpose. Random discharge of ballast
water is harmful to the marine environment due to the biological invasion caused by harmful
organisms and remaining oils as well as hazardous substances stuck to the ballast walls. Besides,
any failure threatens the safety, health and life. Therefore, ballast water is subject to legislation to
protect the marine environment.

The International Maritime Organization (OMI) contributed in 2004 to conclusion of the
International Convention on the Control and Management of Ballast Water and Sediment in Ships
(BWM Convention) that entered into force in 2017. OMI has also issued guidance codes that
assist in the proper implementation of the convention in addition to urging legislation to address
issues related to ballast water discharge and supplying.

This paper is aimed to review the control and management of water ballast in accordance
with the BWM convention. Position of the Algerian legislator regarding this convection is also
discussed along with the measures that should be taken.

The author noted that the BWM convention imposes technical obligations whose economic
effects on countries vary, negatively or positively, according to their neglect or benefit from them.
These requirements are considered as applicable rules that do not require explicit consent of
states because they belong to the general obligation of protecting the maritime environment.
Consequently, the author strongly suggests adhering to the convention with the legislative and
material readiness to get the most economic advantages offered by investing in the field of
controlling and managing the water ballast of ships..

Keywords: Biological invasion; Water ballast; maritime safety; Pollutant receptors; Ballast
Water Management Convention; BWM Convention
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