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Women’s cinema in Algeria

A distinctive Cinema with a western view
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Abstract

The discourse of the relationship of women to creative
practice is on the one hand a discourseon the position and the
importance of female creativity in the artistic field, and on women
as object of consumption or a subject that has attracted many
creative people, and a discourse of woman as a creative, actor
and producer of creativity on the other hand.Thus we aim to
approach the relation of women with creativity by treating the
creative work as a purely feminine creative product.In viewofthe

diversity of artistic fields and creative forms that were imprinted by

WWW.ACR-DZ.COM



http://www.acr-dz.com/

‘,; )

66 — 32 ((2013)02:x Juaidd 4 i) ddaall ; \
ISSN:1111-536X EISSN:2676-1793 JWE#W'M’

women with feminine characteristics such as poetry, novels,
theater and plastic painting ... etc., we will restrict ourselves to
one artistic gender that captured the interest of creative women

and their cultural preoccupation, it is about cinematic art .

It must be acknowledged that women's penetration into the
cinematic sphere as an actress, a writer and a filmmaker is in itself
a challenge against an authority and the spent years in the
production of images and concepts of social and cultural relations
from a certain perspective, and therefore working to create a
feminist filmography centered on the issue of women with some
of its manifestations and overlaps is a legitimate creative demand,
which isequal in legitimacy to the right to participation and
expression in the cultural and political spheres in general. Since
cinematic discourse is a tool of artistic expression as one of its
first priorities is to formulate or present aesthetic visions in a
specific time and place in order to raise specific issues and
concerns in some intellectual and social conditions. Mastering of
these tools is in itself an attempt to reshape reality according to
some narrative structure, so the cinematic narration then has the
right to formulate a new world with contradictory relationships and
values, and when women are the focus of this creative process,

starting from the subject of the film through the method of film
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processing and the way of ending the dramatic conflict , or putting
forward alternatives and raising ideas, the right to produce a
feminist discourse from a cinematic perspective becomes a
starting point attached to the cause of women to become a facet

of expression and freedom.

The films of many Algerian female filmmakers come to
emerge as core stations on the way to breaking a traditional social
system, as well as putting in doubt the stereotype drawn by the
male filmmaker, which was embodied in the form of female
stereotypes that remained mostly as a reflecting mirror of the
traditional attitudes linked to the classic axis around the marital
home or what is related to betrayal and nursery or cooking and
fashion. It is very difficult to deal with a new sensitivity in women’s
film, as it is considered an incomplete project, which has not yet
been established by qualitative accumulations that can impose
themselves on the arena of cinematic creativity. There are only
some individual and scattered experiences in the whole Arab world
despite the emergence of some initial impulses that now possess
the artistic means of social awareness, which allows carrying a
feminist perspective that can adopt the issue of women at the level
of cinematic creativity. Therefore, we cannot talk about fixed or

limited characteristics of what we might call woman’s film, but
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when we think about a new kind of sensitivity in this type of film,
we must raise a variety of aspect that have come to shape the
ways of their expression and their content. This sensitivity appears
after the woman have assumed the responsibility of writing the
story and formulating it, and convertingit into a scenario, then
standing behind the camera,which is considered as a qualitative
transition from an object to be photographed into an authority
exercising filmmakingamong many male actors and technicians,

with the vision that this implies of the world.

Key words: cinema, discourse, feminism, connotation, social

gender.
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