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The role of democratic institutions in fighting
intellectual extremism: the case of mass media and
civil society.
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Abstract :

This study seeks to investigate the role of the mass media
and civil society as institutions of democratic practice in
confronting extremism. Because extremism is a
dangerous phenomenon for society, confronting it cannot
be done by reproducing violence, hence the importance
of all meaning-producing institutions to face it by means
of communication and persuasion as well as the various
mechanisms of political, cultural and social socialization.

This paper focuses on the case of Algeria, where there are
many forms of extremism of varying degree of severity,
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which are due to the failure of many institutions of
socialization in performing the function expected of
them, whether in raising young people or citizens in
general.

Therefore, we will attempt to deal with the concept of
extremism and its causes, the general framework for
combating extremism, and the role of democratic
Institutions in this endeavor, that is, the institutions of
mass media and civil society.

Key words: extremism, mass media, civil society,
hatred, violence, consensus.
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- Political extremism, terrorism, and media in Central Asia
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85_ |ouis Writh (1975):« consensus and mass communication», in

WilburSchramm (ed): Mass Communications, Third edition,
University of Illinois Press, Chicago, pp.561-582
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- Freedom of Information and the Press, UNESCO promotes
freedom of expression and freedom of the press as a basic human
right. Source:
http://www.unesco.org/bpi/pdf/memobpi34_pressfreedom_en.pdf.
Consulté (12/03/2008)

Ludwig, “Understanding State Legislative Ethics Reform: The
Importance of Political and Institutional Culture”, in Public
Integrity Annual, 1996, pp. 51-57. In Political Culture: How does
political culture influence the legislature?

Source:
http://siteresources.worldbank.org/PSGLP/Resources/ethicsunit8.pdf.A
ccessed:(11/12/2012)
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