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Abstract:  

This research paper highlights the Chinese quest for a global standing and international recognition 

for it as a great economic power, in concurrence with the apparent American decline as a global hegemon, 

through its ambitious Belt and Road Initiative. China’s motivations for this world-wide initiative as well 

as the stakes and challenges it faces, in light of growing U.S. efforts to contain China and undermine its 

peaceful rise, are to be addressed in this paper. In the conclusion, this paper depicts that China is seeking 

to enhance its influence globally, through pragmatic policies and a new vision to externally expand in 

order to achieve the Chinese dream in building a strong, homogenous and prosperous society by the year 

2049. 
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