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Abstract:

Since its establishment in 1975, the Economic Community of West African States
"ECOWAS" has adopted a set of economic and development programs with the aim of creating
economic integration among the member states. The organization was able to liberalize intra-trade,
abolish all customs barriers, and remove difficulties in the movement of factors of production
between member states. This study examines the effectiveness of these programs and economic
plans that ECOWAS has worked to in the total area of which is estimated at about 5,114,162
kilometers. The population also reached about 399,458,100 people in 2022, most of whom are
young people. The region also has huge natural potential, as it has important reserves of oil and
gas, in addition to minerals such as diamonds, gold, uranium and platinum, in addition to abundant
quantities of wood and coal.

Keywords :ECOWAS; regional organizations; economic development; Vision 2020; economic
programmes; Development.
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