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Abstract Article info 

The present study presents the phenomenon of smuggling as a form of informal economy 
in order to understand the behavior of smugglers and the factors that explain their 
activity. The study found that smuggling movements are explained by the obstacles 
related to work conditions in the formal sector (rules, procedures and bureaucratic 
constraints imposed on the import and export of goods through official channels). 
Thus, the study aims to present the elements that may help the state to understand 
what explains the “rational” behavior of smugglers and how it can formulate an 
effective anti-smuggling strategy. A strategy that takes into account several factors, 
the most important of which is the effect on the conditions conducive to smuggling 
(microeconomic analysis) from on the one hand, and  work on the trade facilitation, i.e., 
the conditions of legitimate work through official channels, on the other. 
JEL classification codes: O17, H26, K42. 
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