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Abstract :

The witty rhetorical repartee is an Arabic prose art that garnered attention during the
9‘hcentury; numerous specialized books were written about this art. Hence, many
examples of this were preserved, being a primarily oral art. This research has tried to
highlight the argumentative nature of this art because the argumentation, in this respect,
differs from other argumentation types that depend heavily on questions and answers.
The researcher has found out that this special argumentative style preempts the add
reseed from retorting so as to extend or enrich the argument; instead, the addressee tries
hard to end that argument. The addresser is primarily driven by an urge to put the
addressee in an embarrassing situation or make fun of him/her. The situation, therefore,
relates to the add ressee’s reaction, for he/she tries in his/ her turn- to embarrass the
addressee or make fun of him/ her. This style has various rhetorical and pragmatic moves

that are highlighted in this paper.

Keywords: argumentation ; witty rhetorical repartee ; old Arabic prose ; pragmatics ;

|inguistic communication.
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