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Abstract :

The present article entitled
“Proverbs in ‘The Peak of
Eloquence: a study of Roman

Jakobson’s discourse functions”, is
an attempt to study and analyse a
series of Ali Ibn Abi Taleb’s
proverbs and sermons taken from
his book: ‘The Peak of Eloguence’in
the light of six main functions. The
first is expressive and depicts the
sender’s reasons and objectives in
terms of the number and the manner
of dealing with proverbs. The
second function is conative and
concerns the recipient targeting
either people in general or certain
individuals such as Malek al-Ashtar
or Elhassan Ibn Ali. The third
function is referential and selects all
contexts and topics that revolve
aroundthe proverbial discourse and
eases its comprehension. As for the
phatic function, it sets up the
contact and maintains its continuity.
The fifth function is metalingual. It
describes and explains the semantic
rules of using words and
expressions in certain proverbs. The
last function is poetic whose
primary focus is the beauty and the
aesthetic of the proverbs.
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