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Lexicon and the Art of Composition in the
Mu'allagat of Antarah bin Shaddad

Abstract

This study focusses on the M#'allagat (hanging poems) of Antarah
bin Shaddad and seeks to contribute to the critique of some of the
relevant literary and critical studies by exposing their superficial
approaches to texts. The study also seeks totranscend the platitudes
of some contemporary studies which give more importance to
procedural concepts and promote them to the extent of
commodifying methods and relegating the creative dimension of the
text. It equally aims to revive that sense of pleasure that the text
invites the reader to explore and enjoy, as well as the quest for the
aestheticsof creativity and the art of expression. In doing so, this
study will placethe text inthe authentic context of its production,
which reflects its artistic, aesthetic, social and human dimensions.

The focus of this research paper has been limited to the study of the
lexicon and syntactic composition, as these two elements constitute
the foundation of creative and visual expression, and help the reader
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assess the artistic and aesthetic aspects of the text. On the other
hand, these two devices will enable the researcher to explore the
poet’spsyche in relation to the lexical elements and their syntactic
characteristics. Once the lexical units are identified, the researcher
will establish their meanings and place them in the wider picture of
the poem. Moreover, the way the poetical lines are structuredis
explored in this study by examining the grammatical components
(verbs, nouns and letters), and the context of their use to explain the
grand objectives of the text, with a view to achieving a deeper
understanding of the poet and his psyche. This study reveals the
poet to bean ordinary human being and a hero, but who is also a
coward (in an objective manner),yet loving, compassionate, harsh
and willing to submit to the fate of time and its vicissitudes, which
is contrary to the legendary attributes and mythical dimensions
ascribed to his person.

Keywords: Significance, syntax, lexicon, image, text, semantics
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