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Abstract:

Researches on the audience and public opinion are still facing plenty of challenges related to
different concepts and notions as well as some terminology in the field of media and
communication. Being a crossroads for many disciplines, this realm is the source of many
conceptual paradoxes associated with mass culture.

In this article, there is an attempt to present some of the historical contexts through which

the concepts of the public, the mass media, and mass culture were made up. Whereas the
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second part is merely devoted to the culture. The concept of public opinion is one of the
current concerns for it has a strong symbolic and function among st democratic cities that
commenced giving great attention to “public opinion” for it is an indicator of community
consensus and a symbolic guide to the harmony of citizens' opinions about crucial issues
Key words:

Publique Opinion; Public, Mass culture; Public Space; The Media
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! Andy Bennet « Mass Society », dans Alan Bullock et Stephen trombleyeds, The Norton
Dictionary of Modern Thought (New York: Norton Companies,1999), 507-8

*

Mass Society: « A society in whichsimilar tastes, habits, opinions ans activities are shared by the
majority of the population whoaccordinglybecomelessdifferenciatedeither as individuals or in terms
of social class. In politicalterms, mass society isseen as result of industrialization, the extension of

suffrage ans the erosion of social stratification. »
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"Michel de Certeau, la culture au pluriel (Paris: Union Générale d’Edition, 1974), 167-170
2Dorninique Kalifa, La culture de masse en France1.1860-1930,0p.cit.,95-108.
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« the singer Predicted radio wouldmake music a compulsory part of mass culture but

assertedphysicalconcertswould continue justasspokendramas continue despite motion pictures »

Rt 2l S S8 olo st Uy laen”

*Leon Whipple, « Books on the Belt », The Nation vol.128, n°® 3319 (13 fevrier1929).183.

*« On the whole, the clubs have a wholesomeeffect. They have stirred up the publishers and the
readers. They have not seriouslyhurtanyelement in ourpublishing system. The advisoryones have
aclearusefulness. The commercial ones have distributedmanycharming books, and some important
ones; they have not overplayed fiction; they have exploitednothingdeleterious and littlethatlowered
the public taste. [...] Compare themwithourother mass-culture machines: movies, the radio, most of
the newspapers, many of

the magazines. By and large, let's let the book clubs live ».
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