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Abstract: For the general public, the census is used just for knowing the number of the
inhabitants. It is a very modest goal for such a large-scale operation. In fact, it is one of the
most important things the state can do to know the population and its characteristics,
housing and how it is occupied at a specific time. It provides the basic information on which
the state relies to assess development policy and define expectations. It is oriented towards

regional planning and development. Otherwise, how to understand the development
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situation and determine the needs of the population, if we do not have data on human
resources, socio-demographic characteristics and their spatial distribution, in order to know
which points of the region will be designated for the planned works.

The purpose of the census is not limited to what we have mentioned above, the
descriptive and historical approaches on which we will rely in this article are sufficient to
take into account all its advantages. We will try to cultivate the statistical culture and thereby
curb the statistical ignorance established in society and try to excite the reader attention
towards population issues and ways of development.

Key words: The general population and housing statistical census; Census; National Bureau

of Statistics; Statistical data; Development.
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