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Abstract:
This paper deals with the idea of art in the philosophy of Merleau-Ponty (1908-1961). His
point of view shows that art issue is related to the perception without going beyond in its
cognitive, aesthetical levels. Morever, this art helps us to understand this world as well as to

engage with it. According to him, our body is not only a potential object of study for science,
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but it is also a permanent condition of experience, a constituent of the perceptual openness
to the world. It is difficult to compare the body to a material thing but we can compare it to
an artistic work. The main idea of expression used through the artistic work represents the
theme of our discussion. In spite of certain similarities with André Malraux (1910-1976),
mainly in giving importance to the aesthetic experience, Merleau-Ponty is distinguished from
Sartre (1905-1980). What makes Merleau-Ponty’s view different is the idea of literature as a
dialogue between

Keywords: body; aesthetics; the visible; expression; artistic work.
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