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The Pragmatic Approach to Religion

ReligiousTheory of William James and its Philosophical Basis

B[RO [T

S = Sare drals elazxVly a5l pslell 2087

kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk

2018/12/31: il s 2018/11/09 : gl fusyls 2018/03/10 : Jluoy¥! esyls

e o JUbl ol enal) duilmy a3 ¥ uanz pldy sslaie (o c@ed) Tl &8liias o] spakdl
ol Asadl I8! cuellazul 13] ild « ¥ &agd> §9 2l ol Lo 2y § Al wsuslay
o =13 oo lia uald Laioms of <l 5,580 (Say @I Aanlall iy (@ Dadly (a¥1 (ains
4 e Y 2aslillg Bugall 3,8l Clagena) o dlee il uS55 2819l (e Hhald - uasz send
ilagoy 4l Boga e Jeluds ¥ easz plds Zolasly ol Judl i ol ey adly Gles
st Augallly Zugumll @il coumiy uas el i oy a8 o1 4 ol daT e
Loas ) Gealy cssadll @ ol Jlxe Tl lda Jazy laisly 2asldL
Aaadl el sl feagn oLy tasles ) A Liall LS
Abstract: The validity of the religious principle, from William James perspective,is not
related to its sacred or ideal aspect, but rather to its utility in meeting the material needs. In
fact, if the theological ideas could ensure security and peace, in the same way that could be
done by the idea of God, there would be no reason, according to him to flee from the reality.
The pragmatism affirms that the underestimation of a useful and a profitable idea does
notpractically and reallymake sense. On the basis of this principle, James' pragmatism does
not questioning about God identity and his attributes, in order to believe in himor not, but
instead it merely measures and calculates the concrete and tangible consequences of
believing in divinity. In sum, this doctrine makes the field of research in theology fairly
broad.
Key Words: Pragmatism; William James; God; Religion; Utility.
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