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Rescue excavations and their role in preserving the archaeological
urban heritage “Al-Farma city in northwestern Sinai as a model”

Sami Saleh Abd EI Malik Al Bayadi, Supreme Council for Antiquities, Ministry of Tourism and
Antiquities/Institute of Environmental Studies, Al-Arish University, Egypt.
samiabdalmalik@yahoo.com

Abstract:

Urgent rescue excavations have played a great role in protecting many lost urban
heritage sites and preserving them from eternal extinction due to urban expansion
during the modern era, which is the expansion that has caused the devouring of some
cities in their entirety. As the city of Salihiya, built by Sultan al-Saleh Najm al-Din
Ayyub on the outskirts of the eastern Egyptian delta; Without the salvage
excavations, we would have lost a rare architectural legacy that records for historical
eras, few surviving archaeological evidence, and among the most prominent of these
cities that the salvage excavations have contributed to safeguarding from the eternal
extinction in recent times is the city of the Ayala “Aqaba” in Jordan; In Egypt, one of
the most important and largest ancient cities of Sinai that was recently preserved, the
city of al-Farma, which is located in northwestern Sinai on the outskirts of the eastern
delta and the desert. The Franks destroyed them and burned them, so they became a
quarry for the reconstruction of the neighboring urban urban centers.

During the Israeli occupation of Sinai, the city of al-Farama was subjected to
violations, as the bulldozers of the occupation army were working in it to prepare it to
be a fortified military site for them, and to supply other military sites with the
remnants of their buildings to pave roads and construct strong points, which resulted
in the destruction of half of the city. since her return to Egypt, the work of uncovering
its various buildings began since 1983, and with the launch of the North Sinai
Development Project, the North Sinai Antiquities Rescue Project was launched since
1994 AD by conducting rescue excavations and urgent architectural
restorations, which was the role of the President in pushing the danger away from the
antiquities of the city of al-Farama, and its preservation and development They are
the works that were credited with saving the largest and most important ancient city
in every Sinai that would have disappeared forever like many of the cities that ceased
to exist in the Arab and Islamic world.

Keywords: Sinai, al-Farma City, al-Farama Fort, Excavations, Heritage.
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Tell el-Makhzan", p. 97-100; Abd el-Samie et Carrez-Maratray, L’église de Tell el-Makhan, p.

127-132; Tell el-Makhzan , p. 1-ff; Bonnet et Abd el Samie, "L’église basilicale de Tell el-

Makhzan", p. 45-56, pls. 11-14; "Les églises de Tell el-Makhzan", p. 67-81, pls. 9-14; Valbelle et
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Grossmann et al., "Excavation in the North-West church of Pelusium”, p.
111, fig. 1.

figs. 1-3, PI. XI-XII; 2003, p. 59-64, fig. 1, pls. X11-XIII; "Excavation and restoration"”, p. 59-64;
Bonnet et alii. "L’ensemble martyryal de tell el-Makhzan", p. 281-291; "L’ensemble de tell el-
Makhzan", p. 26-29; Dixneuf, "Rapport préliminaire sur la céramique", p. 293-298.
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Grossmann and Al-Taher, "Excavations of the circular church at Farama-West", p. 255-262;
Grossmann and Hafiz, "Results of the 1995/96, Excavations in the North-West church”, p. 177-
182, pls. 16-17; Mouton, "La Présence chrétienne au Sinai", p. 615; Grossmann et al, "Results of
the 1997 Excavation in the North-West church of Pelusium®, p. 109-1186, figs. 1-2, pls. VII, VIII.
@ Bonnet et alii., "L’église crucif tétraconque de Farama sud a Péluse", p. 31-33; Bonnet et alii.,

"L’église tétraconque et les faubourgs romains de Farama", p. 371-384.
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