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Abstract:

In the twelfth century era (12 AD) Peter the Venerable conducted a research on Islam and
its Prophet Mohamed and The Holy Qur’an, at that time, the Abbey of Cluny was the most
important center of knowledge in the whole West, in addition, his Archbishop Peter has a
great influence on the Christian world and on the Pope himself in Rome, so his project to

discover Islam from its sources by translating its sources was an extraordinary notion that he
came out with. This paper aims to clarify this idea of translating Islam’s sources to Latin
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language, and evaluate it whether in its benefits or in its disadvantages by studying the
translations of these books (Qur’an, The life of the Prophet...) and other books as: (letters and

Apologies ) that be written in the light of these translations and circumstances (Crusades ).

Keywords: Cluny‘s Abbey — Peter the Venerable — The Toledan Collection — The Latin
Translation of Qur’an.
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(In the Name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, a certain Peter, a Frenchman

by Nationality, a Christian by faith, to the Arabs, the Sons of Ishmael, who observe the Law of
the one who is called Muhammad, it seems strange, and perhaps is, that I, a man so very
distant from you in location, speaking a different language ...write from the far part of the
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1 The Fathers of the Church: Peter the Venerable, V 37, p 75
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( Now, Ishmaelites, because firmness, should be applied to the statements that had to be

presented earlier against a summary of your religion, restrain swords, lay aside stones, open
ears and if anything at all of human wisdom exists in you, listen with intensive minds to the
things that follow .)1
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