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Abstract

This article deals with two kinds of facial behavior (laughing and smiling) in the second-round

debate of the 2007 French presidential election between Nicolas Sarkozy and Ségoléne Royal. This study
distinguishes laughing or smiling caused by the interlocutor and laughing or smiling initiated by the
locutor. Several examples are examined and the analysis shows the different effects these two facial

expressions can produce

Keywords Non verbal communication —laughing-smiling-televised political debate-french presidential

election
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