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Armed struggle in the context of self-determination and

international terrorism: Between association and the need for
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Abstract : Contemporary international law guarantees peoples' right to self-
determination as an exclusive exception to the principle of the prohibition of the use
of force in international relations, but some States refuse to recognize it as terrorism.
The exercise of this right requires the use of force in the context of the armed struggle
of libertarian movements, thus confusing it with terrorism because both use force to
achieve its purpose, but a distinction must be drawn between armed struggle for self-
determination as a legitimate right and international terrorism which is considered an
unlawful use of force.
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