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Abstract:

Scientific development has revealed new behaviours that Western countries
consider as fourth generation human rights, which differ in nature and content from
the rights known under the previous three generations. Some of them are medical
interventions to end the life of the patient, defined by the right to euthanasia, and
others are aimed at changing human nature and allowing the patient to dispose of his
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or her body, such as the right to change sexuality (transgender), to rent a womb, and
even to experiment with human cloning by exploiting human tissues and embryos

European countries have organised these rights in their national legislation and
allowed their exercise on the basis that they are rights like all other human rights.
Whereas other countries, in particular the Arab countries, refuse them on the grounds
that the nature of these rights and their cultural specificity are inconsistent, which
necessarily leads to a retreat from the universality of human rights and its role
enshrining the right to life and human dignity.
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right to life
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