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ABSTRACT
In his book,PhilosophicalFoundations of Physics Rudolf Carnap (1891-1970) discusses the
possibility of synthetic a priori knowledge, a concept introduced by Immanuel Kant (1724-
1804). Kant arguedthatsynthetic a priori knowledgeisknowledgethatisboth informative
(synthetic) and knowableindependently of experience (a priori).Carnap
disagreeswithKant'sviewthatsynthetic a priori knowledgeis possible. He argues that all
knowledgeiseitheranalytic or synthetic. Analyticknowledgeistrue by definition, and
syntheticknowledgeistruebecause of the way the world is. Carnap further argues that all
syntheticknowledgeisbased on experience.Carnap'sviewismotivated by the discovery of non-
Euclideangeometries. In Euclideangeometry, the parallelpostulateisassumed to betrue.
However, in non-Euclideangeometries, the parallelpostulateis not assumed to betrue. This
shows thatgeometryis not a priori, but rathersynthetic.Carnapconcludesthatthereis no
suchthing as synthetic a priori knowledge. All knowledgeiseitheranalytic or synthetic, and all
syntheticknowledgeisbased on experience.

Keywords: analytic,synthetic,apriori,geomertie.
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