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The Nationalism thought of Sheikh Saqr bin Sultan bin Saqr Al Qasimi

A documentary reading of the nationalism and its political effects on Britain
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Abstract:

The relation between the hegemony of GreatBritain and the Arab Gulf
sheikhdoms during the Cold War eracand the decolonization until the
establishment of the United Arab. Emirates in-1971 AD, have been the
subject of many researches and:studies elaborated by historians in recent
decades. However, no historian has dealt in any depth with the intellectual
and cultural dimensions.of Britain’s dealings with the Gulf states, especially
the encroachment of Arab nationalism and Nasserist ideology, and the extent
of their impact in breaking the Gulf isolation from the Arab nation, and its
remaining in Britain s orbit, and its influence on the elites. The aim of this
article is to address this question and show that cultural change in the
Persian Gulf-has."been a primary concern of the UK Government,
particularly when it has been linked to the establishment of its Development
Office in4he«Trucial States and to the expansion of education across the
region. There was particular concern about Arab nationalism and Sheikh
Saqr's ideas, attitudes anti-Western sentiment, which were permeating local
communities and undermining the already large British influence in the
region. Our analyze will be centered on what the British had bet on
promoting the British Council on a large scale as the best tool at Britain's
disposal to confront this threat? All policy was envisaged that the council
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would allow for increased cultural contact between the Arabs and the
British, offer an alternative vision of Britain to the inhabitants of the Gulf,
and provide an additional confrontation through which Britain could
influence the Gulf governments. However, the collective consciousness and
yearning of the intellectual elites were the matter in protecting shield, as
they engaged in an open confrontation led by the local rulers and controlled
by the League of Arab States. Perhaps, Over our reading of thought of Sheikh
Sagr Al Qasimi and its position against Britain, will guide us to revealing
many facts.

key words: Arab nationalism - Trucial Emirates - Britain— Sheikh Saqgr -
British hegemony- Sheikh Sagr bin Sultan bin Saqgr Al Qasimi
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% _Telegram from Cairo to FO, No.104 Confidential, 5 Feb. 1965, AGDA: FO

371/179754

® - Telegram from FO to Bahrain, No.122 Confidential, 3 Feb. 1961, AGDA:

FO 371/179754

- AGDA: FO 371/179743

°" - AGDA:FO 371/179743

%8 _ Letter from Luce to Crawford, Confidential, 25 Jan. (19655 AGFA:

FO 371/179754

% _The text of the five letters is quoted in the appendix to the report Sayed Nofal

submitted on 20 May1965 to the Secretary-General of the Arab League about his

visit to the Trucial States. A translationof this report'was obtained by the Foreign

Office and can be found at AGDA: FO 371/179917
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John Darwin: The End of the British .Empire: The Historical Debate,

Oxford/Cambridge, MA,1991, p. 3. 3.

61 -Despatch  from Balfour-Paul to Luce,® No.5 Confidential, 15 May 1965,

AGDA:FO 371/179916

62 _Telegram from Bahrain to'FQ, No.355 Secret, 16 May 1965, AGDA:

FO 371/179916

83 . Telegram from Bahrain to FO, N0.355 Secret, 16 May 1965, AGDA:

FO 371/179916

% _Telegram from Dubai<to FO, No.108 Confidential, 30 May 1965, AGDA: FO

371/179917

8 _ Telegram from Bahrain to FO, No.428 Confidential, 31 May 1965, AGDA:

FO 371/179917.

% _ Telegram from Dubai to FO, No.131 Confidential, 6 June 1965, AGDA: FO

371/279917

®” AGDA: - FO, 73 Feb. 1965, FO 371/179754.

% - Telegram from Dubai to FO, No.146 Confidential, 14 June 1965, AGDA: FO

371/179918

% _ Ibidem

" _ Telegram from Bahrain to FO, No0.536 Secret, 22 June 1965, AGDA: FO

371/179918. It is unclear from where Luce received this information. Only a copy of

his telegram to London is available in the National Archives, while the original

remains closed. In this copy, the first few lines of the telegram have been deleted.
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' - AGDA: FO 371/179918

2 _ Guidance Telegram from FO and CRO to Certain Missions, No.266

Confidential, 24 June 1965, PREM 13/3326.

. In the guidance telegram itis reported that the letter was presented to

the Political Agent Balfour-Paul. However, an internal report about the events

written by Balfour-Paul in July and the latter’s memoirs show that he was sick and

had to be replaced by the Deputy Political Resident from Bahrain. See despatch

from Balfour-Paul to Luce, No.8 Confidential, 14 July 1965, FO 371/179920; also

see G. Balfour-Paul (2006):

Bagpipes in Babylon. A Lifetime in the Arab World and Beyond - (London and

New York: I.B. Tauris & Co.), pp.198-199
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"> Henderson, Edward. This Strange Eventful History: Memoires of Earlier Days in

the UAE and Oman. London: Quartet Books, 1988. P: 88

"® _ Despatch from Balfour-Paul to Luce, No.8 Confidential, 14 July 1965, AGDA:

FO 371/179920

" . Despatch from Balfour-Paul to Luce, No.8 Confidential, 14 July 1965, AGDA:

FO 371/179920

78 _ Luce to Crawford, Secret, 8 Feb. 1965, AGDA: FO 371/179943

7 _ Luce to Crawford, Secret, 8 Feb. 1965, AGDA: FO 371/179943

% . AGDA: FCO 8/140

81 _ Record of a Meeting held at the Political Residency in Bahrain, on Sunday,

9 May 1965, Secret, AGDA: FO371/179740

8 _ _ Record of a Meeting held at the Political Residency in Bahrain, on Sunday,

9 May 1965, Secret, AGDA: FO371/179740

8 _ Bahrain to FO, Tel. No. 382, 21 May 1965, AGDA: FO 371/179917.

8 _ Telegram from Dubai to FO, No.142 Confidential, 13 June 1965, AGDA: FO

371/179918
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