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Abstract:
Nietzsche is considered as the philosopher of Nihilism by excellence. He distinguished
between two types of Nihilism: passive or incomplete Nihilism, and positive or complete
Nihilism. The first type is the Nihilism of European civilization in his time, based on the
values of decadence ; therefore, had to be destroyed to be succeeded by the second type of
Nihilism. The latter is the Nihilism brought by Nietzsche to remedy the first type. In this
paper, we attempt to explain the crisis of Nihilism in European civilization from Nietzsche’s
point of view, by defining it, presenting its types and explaining its foundations evaluating it

by identifying its risks on humans, considering that it is the biggest crisis contemporary

European man has known.

Keywords: nihilism, decadence, human crisis, negation, the collapse of values.
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