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Abstract

Popular concern with ageism has been increasing in the last 20 years, as
more people are aware that the number of old people is increasing more
than ever before, this paper will deal with personal consequences of
ageism that make it an important social issue, such as the loss of self-
esteem, loss of function, inactivity, and physical and mental decline,
besides the economic costs of ignoring productive abilities of old people
who are forced to retire.

There is, in addition to this, the social and cultural costs of ignoring the
wisdom and social support and cultural resources that are available from
the elders ,especially in traditional societies ,this paper will also debate the
attitudes and prejudices and behaviors that old people are confronting in
life, and focusing, also, on possible changing face of later life, within the

dynamic context of rapid medical progress ,since ageing is believed to
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reshape the future of many of us, who will live long enough to experience
it.
Key words: old age — social attitudes — elders abuse —~ biomedical
advance .
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