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Abstract:

The present study aimed to reveal the degree of alignment between
the cognitive competencies targeted in the curriculum of nature and life
sciences and the questions of the subject of nature and life sciences in the
middle school certificate exam in Algeria for the period from 2007 to
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2017. The study population consists of the cognitive competencies
contained in the curriculum on the one hand and the questions asked in the
said exam on the other. In order to achieve the objective of the study, the
competency analysis and exam questions card was designed in the light of
the revised Bloom taxonomy. The card consisted of two dimensions
:knowledge and cognitive processes, where they form a matrix of (24)
cells. The results showed that there is no perfect alignment between the
targeted competencies and the questions. The study also revealed that
there is a variation in the degree of alignment from year to year. The
results of the study were discussed and suggestions were made to achieve
greater alignment between the targeted competencies and the educational
evaluation; the study also recommended to conduct further studies,
including alignment between competencies and educational activities and
educational evaluation.
Keywords: alignment, Target Competencies, middle school Certificate
Exam Questions.
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